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(No. 1 5 


Tranſlation of a Note delivered by Monfi eur 
CuAUVELIN to Lord Ms wy May 
- 12th, 1792. e fs | 


Ton e Miniſter Renee 5 
tiary of his Majeſty the King of the 
French, is ordered by his Court to tranſmit 
to his Excellency Lord Grenville, Secretary 
olf State to his Britannick Majeſty for the 
Department of F Pee Affairs, the follow. 
ing note. 
The King of. the Bae in N a 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary to London, has 
eſpecially charged him to commence his 
miſſion by manifeſting to the Britiſh govern- | 
ment the powerful. reaſons which have de- 
termmed France to a war with the King of | 
Hungary and Bohemia. He has thought 
that he owes this manifeſtation to the pu- 3 
Fg: of the intentions which animate him, 
32 1 


. 2 
— — — —— 


league, which e and ſtrengrhened 


4 


as well as to che laws of good neighbour- 
hood, and to the value which he attaches to 


every thing which may maintain confidence 
and friendſhip between two empires, who 
have at this moment, more than ever, rea- 
ſons for drawing near each other, and 
uniting themſelves together. 

Having become King of a free nation, 
after having ſworn to ſupport the Conſti- 
tution it has given herſelf, he cannot but 
deeply feel all the attacks deſigned againſt 
that Conſtitution; and his probity alone 
would have induced him to en 1 | 


combat them. 


The King has how a great condbliney 
formed againſt France, the agents of this 
league concealing, under an inſulting pity 
for him, the preparations of their deſigns ; 
and his Majeſty has had the grief to count 
amongſt them Frenchmen, whofe fidelity 
appeared to be guaranteed by ſo my 
powerful motives and private ties. 

The King has not been ſparing of the 
means of perſuaſion to bring them back to 
their duty, and to break this threatening 


their 


tu 


their guilty ig But the Eanperer l Les 
opold, the promoter and declared leader of 
this great conſpiracy, and after his deceaſe 


Francis, King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
have never fincerely anſwered any of the 
candid and reiterated demands of the 
King. 

After being wearied by delays and vague 
anſwers, the impatience of the French in- 
creaſing daily by new provocations, thoſe 
Princes have ſucceſſively avowed the coa- 
lition of the powers againft France—They 
never juſtified themſelves for the part they 
had taken in it, or for that they vere ſtill 
taking. Far from ſhewing themſelves diſ- 
poſed to diſſolve it by their influence, they 
have ſought to connect it with facts, which: 
in the firſt place were foreign to it, and 
upon which France has never refuſed doing 
Juſtice to the intereſted parties. And, as 
if the King of Hungary were defirous of 
conſecrating the perpetuity. of the attack he 
makes on the ſovereignty of the French 
empire, he has declared that this coalition, 
equally i injurious to the King "and to the 
N ation, could not ceaſe until France ſhould 

B 3 © remove 
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remove the ferious cauſes bit had given 
"fe to it, that is to ſay, ſo long as France, 
jealous of her independence, would not 
give up the ſmalleſt point of her new Con- 
origin | 
Such an anſwer, preceded and e 

b preparations moſt evidently hoſtile, and 
by an ill-concealed protection of the rebels, 

muſt have appeared to the N ational Aſſem- 
bly, to the King, and to all France, as a 
manifeſt aggreſſion; for it is commencing 
war to announce that troops are aſſembled 
and called in all quarters, in order to con- 


ſtrain the inhabitants of a country to alter 


the form of government which they have 
freely choſen, and ſworn to defend. 

Such is the ſenſe, and as it were the ſub- 
Nance, of all the evaſive anſwers of the Em- 
peror and King of Hungary's Miniſters, to 
the ſimple and candid explanations which 
the King required of them. 

"Thus the King ſaw himſelf . into a 
war, which was already declared againſt 
him; but religiouſly faithful to the prin- 
ciples of the Conſtitution, whatever may 
finally be the fate of arms in this war, 


France 


* 


Conſtitution, her inalienable right of reform- 


dictate, or even dare to nouriſh a hope of 
ſo natural and ſo juſt, is a ſure pledge to all 


ceived no provocation, not only of her con- 
ſtantly pacific diſpoſitions, but alſo of the 


ſhew, at all times, for the laws, the cuſtoms, 
and all the forms of government of different 


15 ($7 
France rejects all ideas of aggrandizement. 1 
She will preſerve her limits, her liberty, her 


ing herſelf, whenever ſhe may think proper: 


She will never conſent that, under any re- 


lation, foreign powers ſhould attempt to 
dictating laws to her.— But this very pride, 


the powers, from whom ſhe ſhall have re- 
reſpect which the French will know how to 


nations. | 

The King, indeed, wities? it to be known, 
that he would publicly and ſeverely diſavow 
all thoſe of his agents at foreign courts in | 
peace with France, who ſhould dare to de 
part an inſtant from that reſpect, either by | 
fomenting or favouring inſurrections againſt 
the eſtabliſhed order, or by interfering in 
any manner whatever in the interior policy 
of ſuch States, under pretence of a pro- 
ſelytiſm, which, exerciſed in the dominions 
| . . 
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of friendly powers, would be a real viola- 


tion of the law of nations. 
The King hopes that the Britiſh govern- 


ment will ſee in this expoſition the incon - 


trovertible juſtice, and the neceſſity of the 
war, which the French nation maintains 
againſt the King of Hungary and Bo- 
hemia; and that he will moreover find in 


it that common principle of liberty and in- 


dependence, of which they ought not to be 


leſs jealous than France. For England is 
free likewiſe, becauſe ſhe determined to be 


ſo; and aſſuredly ſhe did not ſuffer other 
powers to attempt to compel her to alter 


the Conſtitution ſhe had adopted, to lend | 
the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance to rebellious ſubjects, 


or to pretend to interfere, under any pre- — 


tence, in her interior diſputes. 


Perſuaded that his Britannick Majeſty 
is not leſs ardently deſirous than himſelf of 


ſeeing the good underſtanding and union 
between the two countries conſolidated and 
ſtrengthened, the King demands, that, con- 
formably to the 4th Article of the Treaty 


of Navigation and Commerce of the 26th 
* * his Britannick Majeſty. 


5 { | ſhall 


bY. 
Y 
15 
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65 


ſhall remind all his ſubjects of Great r 
and Ireland, and publiſh it in the aceuſtomed 


manner, in thoſe two kingdoms, and in the 


lands and countries dependant upon them, 
an expreſs prohibition to exerciſe againſt 
France, or againſt the ſhips of France, any 


hoſtility, by cruizing on the ſeas, or to take 


out any patent, commiſſion, or letters of. 
reprizals, from the different Princes or States 
who are or ſhall be at war with France; or 
to make uſe, in any manner, of ſuch por 
tents or commiſſions, 

- The King requires beſides, that all the. 
articles of the aforeſaid treaty, which relate 
to the caſe of one of the Contracting Powers 
being at war, and eſpecially the gd, 16th, 
24th, 39th, 40th, and 4 iſt articles, ſhall be 
punctually obſerved and executed, in the 


ſame manner as his Majeſty is determined 


to abt on his part, reſpecting all the * 
tions of this treaty. 


London, 12th May as | 
4th Year of French Liberty. 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of F rance, : 
| CHAUVELIN. 


(No. 2.) 


(No. 2.0 


| Tranlation' of a Note from Lord GR EN“ 
VILLE, to Monſieur CHAUVELIN, dated 


May 24th, 1792. 


IHE under- ſigned Secretary of 8 to 


the King has had the honour of laying be- 
fore his Majeſty the official Note which 
Monſieur Chauvelin tranſmitted to him the 


15th inſtant.— He has orders to teſtify to 
that Miniſter how truly ſenſible his Majeſty: 


ever is to the proofs of friendſhip and con- 
fidence which he receives on the part of his: 


moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and with how much 


ſincerity he returns them by ſentiments per- 
fectly reciprocal. 

His Majeſty could not learn without the 
deepeſt regret that a war has broken out 
between his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and his 
Majelty the King of Hungary and Bohemia. 


This ſentiment is equally inſpired by his 


love for humanity, by the intereſt he takes 
in the maintaining the tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, and by his ſincere wiſhes for thè per- 
ſonal happineſs of their moſt Chriſtian and 

_ Apoſtolic 
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| Apoſtolic Mts, and for the proſperity. 
of their dominions. In the preſent circum- 
ſtances he thinks it right to abſtain from en- 
tering into a diſcuſſion of the motives and 
the ſteps on each fide which have brought 
on a rupture ſo afflicting to a Sovereign, 
the neighbour and friend of the two belli- 
gerent parties. | 

Confining himſelf the Shore to expreſ- 
ſions of the wiſhes he will never ceaſe to 
form for the ſpeedy and permanent re- eſtab- 
liſhment' of peace, he does not heſitate, 
however, to give to his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty the direct and poſitive aſſurance of his 
readineſs to fulfil in the moſt exact manner 
the ſtipulations of the Treaty of Navigation 
and Commerce of which his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty requires the execution. 

Faithful to all His engagements, His Ma- 
jeſty will pay the ſtricteſt attention to the 
preſervation of the good underſtanding : 
which ſo happily ſubſiſts between Him and 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; expecting with 
confidence, that, animated with the ſame 
ſentiments, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, will 
not fail to contribute to the ſame end, by 
| 3 on his part the rights of His Majeſty f 
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and his Jae to be reſpected, and by rigor- 
ouſly forbidding any ſtep which might af- 


felt the friendſhip which his Majeſty has ever 
= defired to conſolidate and perpetuate for the 


lappinels of the two empires. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Whitehall, 24th May 1792. 


— 
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(No. 3: ) 

T Yanſlation of a Note from Monſieur Cx u- 
VELIN to Lord GRENVILLE, _ r 
1792. 

THE underſigned Miniſter Plenipoten- | 
tiary from the King of the French to his 
Britannick Majeſty, has the honour to ſtate: 
to his Excellency Lord Grenville, Miniſter 
of State for Foreign Affairs, 

That the Royal Proclamation publiſhed 

the 21ſt of this month, and communicated 


to the two Houſes of Parliament, contains 
ſome expreſſions which might, contrary to 


the intentions of the Britiſn Miniſtry, give 


weight to the falſe opinions which the ene- 


mies of France endeavour to circulate with | 
reſpect to her intentions towards Great 
re e 3 3 
; 8 


1 
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If certain 1 of this country 4 


: L. Abbes a correſpondence abroad, tend- 
ing to excite troubles therein, and if, as the 


proclamation ſeems to inſinuate, certain 
Frenchmen have come into their views, that 
is a proceeding wholly foreign to the Freneh 
Nation, to the Legiſlative Body, to the 
King, and to his Miniſters; it is a proceed- 
ing of which they are entirely ignorant, 


- which militates againſt every principle 9 ö 


juſtice, and which, whenever it became 
known, would be univerſally condemned in 
France. Independently of thoſe principles 
of juſtice, from which a free people ought 
never to deviate, 1s 1t not evident from a 


due conſideration of the true intereſts of 


the French Nation, that ſhe ought to deſire 
the interior tranquillity, the continuance 
and the force of the conſtitution of a 


country which ſhe already looks "Oe as 


her natural ally ? 
Is not this the only e wiſh, 
which a people can form, which ſees ſo 


many efforts united againſt its liberty ? The 


Miniſter Plenipotentiary, deeply ſenſible of 
_ 1 and ofthe maxims of univerſal 
wes ; morality 
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morality upon which they are founded, had 


already repreſented them in an official | 
note, which he tranſmitted to the Britiſh | 
Miniſtry the 15th of this month, by the ex- 
preſs orders of his Court ; and he thinks it 
his duty to repeat, on the preſent occaſion, 
the important eee it contains: 


5 


4 Religiouſly faithful to the tres - 
of its conſtitution, whatever may be de- 


finitively the fortune of her arms in this 
war, France repels every idea of aggran- 
dizement; ſhe wiſhes to prelerve her 
own limits, her liberty, her conſtitution, 
and her inalienable right of reforming 
herſelf, whenever ſhe ſhall judge proper : 


ſhe will never conſent that foreign 


powers ſhould in any ſhape diate, or | 
ſhould: dare to nouriſh a hope of dictat- 


ing laws to her; but this very pride, ſo | 


natural and ſo juſt, is a pledge to all the 
Powers from whom ſhe ſhall have re- 
ceived no provocation, not only of her 


conſtantly pacific diſpoſitions, but alſo of 


the reſpe& which the French will at all 


times know bow to pay to the laws, the 


j | | uſa ages 


a moment from this reſpect, either by fo- 


the eſtabliſhed order, or by interfering in 
any manner whateverintheinternal politics 
of thoſe States, under pretext of making 
proſelytes, which, exerciſed towards 
friendly Powers, would be a real Tue 
tion of the law of nations. jo 
The King hopes that the Britiſh Go- 

vernment will ſee in this expoſition the f 


( Jl 


x uſages, and all the forms of government 
of different people. The King alſo. de. 
fires that it may be known, that he ** 1 
diſavow, decidedly, and ſeverely, all thoſe 
of his agents in foreign Courts at peace 


with France, who might dare to deviate 


menting, or by favouring revolts againſt 


incontrovertible juſtice, and the neceſſity 


of the war, which the F rench Nation car- 


ries on againſt the King of Hungary and 
Bohemia, and that it will further find 


therein, that common principle of liberty 


and independence, of which it ought not 
to be leſs jealous than France; for Eng- 
land alſo is free, becaule ſhe would be ſo, 
and certainly ſhe has not ſuffered that 
other Powers ſhould conſtrain her to 

: | change 


1 
e change the Conſtitution which ſhe has 
adopted, that they ſhould lend the leaſt 
aſſiſtance to her rebellious ſubjects, nor 
* that they ſhould pretend to interfere, un- 
der any pretext, in her internal diſcuſ- 
* fions.” | 
The honour of France, her deſire of pre- 
” __ ſerving and augmenting a good underſtand- 
ing between the two countries, and the ne- 
ceſſity of clearing up every doubt as to her 
diſpoſitions, requiring that they ſhould be as 
publicly known as poſſible, the underſigned 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary requeſts that Lord 
| Grenville would communicate this official 
note to the two Houſes of Parliament, pre- 
vious to their deliberating on the proclama- 
tion of his Britannick Majeſty of the 21ſt 
of May. He ſeizes this opportunity of re- 


| newing to his Excellency the aſſurances of 
his high eſteem and reſpect. 


| | = The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of France. 
4 (Signed) F. CHAUVELIN. 
London, May 24th 1792, 5 
Fourth year of French Liberty. 


(No. 4.) 
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25th, 1792. 


Whitehall, 2516 Mi 1792. 
"x HAVE Ae had the honour, Sir, to 


acknowledge the receipt of the note vi 


you addreſſed to me, dated yeſterday. . 

8 Deſiring with ardour and ſincerity to 
maintain, in all the affairs that I may have 
the honour to treat with you, that harmony 


and cordiality which correſpond with the 
intentions of the King, it is with regret that 


I find myſelf under the neceſſity of making 


to you the following obſeryations on the 
ſubject of that paper. I am perſuaded that 


1ranſlation of a; Letter Bs Lord Git: | 
VILLE to Monſieur CRAUY,ELIN,, May 


it was not at all your intention to deviate | 


from the rules and forms eſtabliſhed in this - 


kingdom for the correſpondence of the Mi- 
niſters of foreign Courts with the King's Se- 


cretary of State for this department. But 
it was impoſſible for me not to remark that in 
your. laſt note, the only queſtion relates to 
A communication which you deſire me to 
6 make 


4 


— 


DR {48 } 


make to the two Houſes of Parliament, be- 

fore they deliberate upon an object which 
you appear to believe they were about to 
diſcuſs. It is neceſſary for me to obſerve 
to you, Sir, that in my quality of Secretary 
of State to his Majeſty, I cannot receive 
any communication from a foreign Miniſter, 
but in order to lay it before the King, and 
to receive his Majeſty's commands there- 
upon; and that the deliberations of the two 
Houſes of Parliament, as well as the com- 
munications which his Majeſty ſhall be 
pleaſed to make to them, relative to the 
affairs of the kingdom, are objects abſolute- 
ly foreign to all diplomatic correſ pondence, 
and upon which it is impoſſible for me to 
enter into any diſcuſſion whatever wal the 
Miniſters of other Courts. 

This, Sir, is the only. anſwer which it 
will be poſſible for me to return to the note 
in queſtion ; which, as well in its form as in 
its object, cannot be conſidered as a regular 
and official communication. I ſhall always - 
feel the greateſt pleaſure in reporting to his 
Majeſty the aſſurances which you may be 
authoriſed to give me for that purpoſe, of 
the 
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the friendly Apollon of your Gd; and 
I defire you to accept the expreſſion of the 
eſteem and high regard with which 1 * 
the honour to be, &c. 


GEN VILLE. 
R "= * - | ; 
; Ne (No. £1 


Tranſlation of a Letter from Monſieur 
CHAUVELIN fo Lord GRENVILLE, May 


25th 1792. 
8 Portman-ſquare, May 25th 1792. 
I HAVE this moment, my Lord, re- 


cored the letter Which you have done me 
the honour to write to me on the ſubject of | 


the note which I ſent you yeſterday, the 
24th inſtant, I have the honour to thank 


vou for the obliging manner in which it is 
expreſſed. You have done juſtice to my 
intentions, in believing that I did not intend 
to depart from the eſtabliſhed rules and 
forms of this 2 


. 
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"2 by in no means thought, when I enforced 
that note to you, that the demand contained 
mit ought not, as well as all others, to be 
laid before the King of Great Britain; it 
was expressly in the intention of giving to 
his Majeſty freſh aſſurances of deference 
and reſpect for the Britiſh Government, 
that I did myſelf the honour of making that 
laſt notification: and it being my deſire to 
make this manifeſtation of the diſpoſitions 
of the French Government as public as poſ- 
'. ible, I thought | it beſt to beg you to com- 
municate it to both Houſes of Parliament. 

In making this requeſt, my Lord, I in- 
tended to obviate the falſe interpretations 
which might he occaſioned in the Two 
Houſes, by the article of the proclamation 
which is the ſubject of it; J flattered my- 
ſelf by this means to contribute towards the 
maintenance of that harmony, and of that 
cordiality between the two States, of which 
I with joy remarked the expreſſion in the 
aſſurance which you gave me, that it is no 
leſs deſired by his Britannick N than 
vy the = mg; of the F rench. | 


As 


As to the reſt, my Lord, any a from 
which it may ſuit you to adopt, and which 
may render very public the ſentiments of 
France, her true diſpoſitions with regard to 
England, and the orders which I have re- 
ceived from the King of the F rench, and 


which I have communicated to you, will 


equally anſwer the wiſh of the F rench Go- | 


vernment. 


Pleaſe to accept the ba of 15 elleem | 


and of the high conſideration with which 1 
ha vethe honour to be, &c. 


(signed) F. CHAUVELIN. 


(No. 6.) 


{Tranſlation of a Note from Mon eur Cnav- 


'VELIN to Lord GRENVILLE, received 
June 2d. 1792. 


* — 
* 


THE underſigned Miniſter Plenipotenti- 


ary from the King of the French to his Bri- 


tannick Majeſty, has the honour to ſtate o 


his Excellency Lord Grenville, Miniſter of 
State for foreign Affairs, That the royal 


C3 pro- 


. n) 


8 publiſhed the 21ſt of this 
month, and communicated to the two, 
22 Houſes of Parliament, contains fome ex- . 
preſſions which might, contrary to the in- 
tions of the Britiſh Miniſter, give weight to 
the falſe opinions which the enemies of 
France endeavour to circulate with reſpect 

to her intentions towards Great-Britain. 
If certain individuals of this country have 
eſtabliſhed a correſpondence abroad tending 
to excite troubles therein, and if, as the 
proclamation ſeems to inſinuate, certain 
. Frenchmen have come into their views, that 
is a proceeding wholly foreign to the French 
nation, to the Legiſlative Body, to the 
King, and to his Miniſters; it is a proceed- 
ing of which they are entirely ignorant, 
which militates againſt every principle of 
Juſtice, and which, whenever it became 
known, would be univerſally condemned in 
France. Independently of thoſe principles 
of juſtice from which a free people ought 
never to deviate, is it not evident, from a 
due conſideration of the true intereſts of 
the French nation, that ſhe ought to deſire 
the interior tranquillity, the continuance, 
1 . 5 and 


\ 


(9). 

and the force of the conſtitution of a coun 
try which ſhe already looks upon as her na- 
tural ally? Is not this the only reaſonable _ 
wiſh which people can form, who ſee fo 
many efforts united againſt its liberty? The 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary, deeply ſenſible of + 
theſe truths, and of the maxims of univerſal 
morality upon which they are founded, had 
already repreſented them in an official note, 
which he tranſmitted to the Britiſh Miniſtry 
the 15th of this month, by the expreſs or- 
ders of his court, and he thinks it his duty 
to repeat, on the preſent occaſion, the im- 


Z portant declarations which it contains. 

„  Religioully faithful to the principles of 
ca its Conſtitution, whatever may be defi- 

5 e nitively the fortune of her army in this 

f war, France repels every idea of aggran- : 

> d ddizement; ſhe wiſhes to preſerve her own 

a limits, her liberty, her conſtitution, and. 

8 5 % her unalienable right of reforming her- 4 
8 | « ſelf whenever ſhe ſhall judge proper; 
a EH «© ſhe will never conſent that foreign pow- wo 
ff ers ſhould in any ſhape diate, or ſhould 

e dare to nouriſh a hope of dictating laws 


e, - to her. But this very pride, ſo natural —4 
3 "EE and 2 


n 


« and ſo juſt, is a pledge to all the powers 
% from whom {he ſhall have received no 
% provocation, not only of her conſtantly 
«© pacific diſpoſitions, but alſo of the reſpect 
* which the French will at all times know 
* how to pay to the laws, the uſages, and 
„ all the forms of Government of different 
« people. The King alſo deſires that it 
* may be known, that he would diſavow 
« decidedly and ſeverely, all thoſe of his 
agents in foreign courts at peace with 
* France, who might dare to deviate a 
* moment from this reſpe&, either by fo- 
menting or by favouring revolts againſt 
the eſtabliſhed order, or by interfering in 
any manner whatever in the internal poli- 
ties of thoſe ſtates, under pretext of mak- 
ing proſelytes, which, exerciſed towards 
friendly powers, would be a real violation 
te of the law of nations. 
The King hopes that the Britiſh Go- 
vernment will ſee, in this ex poſition, the in- 
r controvertible juſtice and the neceſſity of 
the war which the French nation carries 
on againſt the King of Hungary and Bo- 
15 hemia, and that it will further find there- 

66 in 
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\ 


b 6.4 in that common N of Eiben 200 ys 
„ independance, of which it ought not to be 
= < leſs Jealous than France: For England : 
« alſois free, becauſe ſhe would be ſo; and 
* certainly ſhe has not ſuffered that other 


% powers ſhould conſtrain her to change the 
«© conſtitution which {ſhe has adopted; that 
« they ſhould lend the leaſt aſſiſtance to her 
<« rebellious ſubjects; nor that they ſhould 


& pretend to interfere, under any We 


« jn her internal diſcuſſions.” 


The honour of France, her deſire of pre- 4 


ſerving and augmenting a good underſtand- 


ing between the two countries, and the ne- 
ceſſity of clearing up every doubt as to her 


diſpoſitions, requiring that they ſhould be 
as publicly known as poſlible, the under- 


ſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary requeſts that 


Lord Grenville would obtain. his Britan- 


nick Majeſty's permiſſion to communicate 
this official note to the two Houſes of Par- 
lament, previous to their deliberating. on 
the proclamation of the 21ſt of May. 


He ſeizes this opportunity of renewing to 
his Excellency the aſſurances of his "98a 
eſteem and reſpe&. 

The Miniſter Wee of F rance. £ 

(Signed) F. CHAUVELIN. 
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Bo Tranſlation of a Note from Monſieur Chau- 
} * velin to Lord Grenulle, late June 18th, - 
__— 1792. 1 „ 
| THE. n Minter e : | 
- ary of his Majeſty the King of the French 
has tranſmitted to his Majeſty the Official 
note which Lord Grenville addreſſed to him 
on the 24th of May laſt, on the part of his 
Britannick Majeſty, in anſwer to that which 
he had the honour to deliver to him on the 
1 5th of the ſame month, together with the . 
Royal proclamation publiſhed in conſe- 
quence of it. He is directed to aſſure his 
Britannick Majeſty of the due ſenſe which 
the King entertains of the friendly diſpoſi- | 
tions, and of the ſentiments of humanity, of 
Juſtice, and of peace, which. are ſo clearly 
manifeſted i in that anſwer. 

The King of the French obſerved with 
care all its expreſſions, and is happy in con- 
ſequence to renew to the King of Great-Bri- 

ttain the formal aſſurance that every thing 
which can intereſt the rights of his Britan- 
nick Majeſty will continue to be the object 


Ig 


5g. 


PE) ( 27). 


of his mo particular and moſt KA " 


He haſtens at the ſame time to deci to 
him, conformably to the deſire expreſſed in 


that anſwer, that the rights of all the allies 


of Great Britain, who ſhall not have pro- 
voked France by hoſtile meaſures, ſhall. by 


him be no leſs retigiouly reſpected. 


In making, or rather in renewing this 
declaration, the King of the French enjoys 
the double ſatisfaction of expreſſing the wifh 


of a people, in whoſe eyes every war' 
' which is not rendered neceſſary. by a due at- 
tention. to its defence is eſſentially unjuſt, 


and joining particularly in the wiſhes of his 


Britannick Majeſty for the tranquillity of 
| Europe, which would never be diſturbed if 
France and England would unite in order 


to preſerve it. 


But this declaration of the King 8. and . 
the diſpoſitions of his Britannick Majeſty, 


authorize him to hope that he will be in- 
duced eagerly to employ his good offices 
with thoſe allies to diſſuade them from grant- 


ing, directly, or indirectly, any aſliſtance - 
to the enemies of France, and to inſpire 
. them 


— ; 2 


(28 ) 

ad them with regard to its rights, that is to ſay 

its independence, with thoſe attentions which 

France 1s ready to manifeſt on every occa- 
ſion for the rights of all Powers who ſhall, 

- obſerve towards her the terms of a 158 | 

neutrality. 

The ſteps taken by the Cabinet of Vien- 
na amongſt the different Powers, and prin- 
_ cipally amongſt the allies of His Britannick | 
Majeſty, in order to engage them in a quar- 
rel.which is foreign to them, are known to 
all Europe. If public report even were to 
be credited, its ſucceſſes at the Court of 
Berlin prepare the way for others in the U- 
nited Provinces. The threats held out to 
the different members of the Germanic Bo- 
dy to make them deviate from that wiſe 
neutrality which their political ſituation, and 
their deareſt intereſts, preſcribe to them; the 
arrangements taken with different ſovereigns 
of Italy, to determine them to act hoſtilely 
againſt France; and laſtly, the intrigues by 
which Ruſſia . juſt been induced to arm 
againſt the Conſtitution of Poland; every 
thing points out freſh marks of a vaſt con- 


piracy gainls free ſtates, which ſeems to 
_ threaten 


4 


e 


threaten to preci pitate Europe in unjverſal 
; War. ; 4 2 


The conſequences of ſuch a conſpiracy, 85 


formed by the concurrence of powers who 
have been ſo long rivals, will be eaſily felt 

by His Britannick Majeſty: The Balance of 
Europe, the independence of the different 


Powers, the general peace, every conſider- 


ation which at all times has fixed the atten- 


tion of the Engliſh Government, is at once 


, 
RY 


expoſed and threatened. 


The King of the French preſents theſe 


ſerious and important conſiderations to the 
ſolicitude and to the friendſhip of His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty. Strongly penetrated with 


the marks of intereſt and of affection which 
he has received from Him; he invites Him 


to ſeek; in His wiſdom, in His ſituation, and 
in His {lifes means compatible with the 
independence of the French nation, to ſtop, 
whilſt it is ſtill time, the progreſs of that 


confederacy, which equally threatens the 


peace, the liberty, the happineſs of Europe, 


and above all to diſſuade from all acceſſion 


to this project thoſe of His allies whom it 
my be wiſhed to draw 1 into it, or r who may 
8 have 
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have been already drawn into it from fear, 
ſeduction, and different pretexts of the falſeſt 
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[i as well as the moſt odious policy. 

1 The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of France. 
(Signed) F. CHAUVELIN. 
Portman-ſquare, „ 

1 June 18th, 1792, the 4th 

9 I of Liberty. 


—— 


(No, 8.) 


Tranſlation of a Note from Lord GREN- 
VILLE. to Monfieur CHAUVELIN, Fly 
\ 8th, 1792. . 


THE underſigned Secretary bo State to 
his Majeſty has had the honour to lay before 
his Majeſty the Note which Monſieur * 
velin ſent him the 18th of lune 

I be King always receives with the * 
ſenſibility from his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
dhe aſſurances of his friendſhip, and of his 
j 1 diſpoſition to maintain that happy harmony 
1 which ſubſiſts between the two empires. 


His Majeſty will never refuſe to concur in 
me preſervation or re-eſtabliſhment of Peace 
between 


SS 


between the other Powers of Europe, by 


ſuch means as are proper to produce that 
effeR, and are compatible with his dignity, 
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and with the principles which govern his 


conduct. But the ſame ſentiments which 
have determined him not to take a part in 
the internal affairs of France, ought equally 
to induce him to reſpect the rights and the 
independence of other Sovereigns, and 


eſpecially thoſe of the allies; and his Ma- 


jeſty has thought that, in the exiſting cir- 


cumſtances of the war now begun, the in- 


tervention. of his councils, or of his good 


offices, cannot be of uſe, unleſs they thould 
be defired by all the parties intereſted. 


Nothing then remains for the underſigned, : 
but to repeat to Monſieur Chauvelin the 


aſſurances of thoſe wiſhes which his Majeſty 
forms for the return of tranquillity, of the 
intereſt which he will always take in the 
happineſs of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty; and 
of the value which he attaches to his friend- 
ſhip, and to the confidence which he has 
ſhewn him. „ 
f Signed) _ GRENVIELE. 
Whitehall, TRI 009 
Sch July, 1792. 
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(No. 9.) 
© Thanflation of a Note from Monfs eur 
'CHAUVELIN to Lord GRENVILLE, 190% 
November, 1792. 


Monſieur Chauvelin has the honour to : 
preſent his reſpects to Lord Grenville ; and 


requeſts that he would, as ſoon as poſſible, 


grant him a moment's converſation, and 
that he would appoint for that purpoſe the 
hour and the place either in town or 


country, at which it would be the leaſt 1 in- 


convenient to meet him. 


Portman- ſquare, 
the 200 November, 1792. 


(No. NE 


Tranſlation of a Note from Lord Gu. EM- 
VILLE to Monfeeur CHAUVELIN, Novem 


ber 21ſt, 1792. 


Lord Grenville ods 5 een 
to Monſieur Chauvelin, he received yel- 


BIR” | ergy" 


Ep. 


terday dene the note which Meer 5 


Chauvelin addreſſed to him, dated the 19th 
ol this month: before he can anſwer it, he 
muſt, under the preſent circumſtances, re- 


queſt Monſieur Chauvelin will be pleaſed to 
explain to him the object of the conference 


which he has deſired. 


Whitehall, 
No ember 21ſt, 1792. 


No. nd | Dany” 


Tranſlation of a Note from Mon eur 


CHAUVELIN to Lord GRENVILLE, No- 


vember 22d, 1792. 


Monſieur Chauvelin has the honour to 
preſent his compliments to Lord Greville. 
He thought that the private converſation 
which he had the honour to propoſe to him 
a few days ſince, could not, in the prefent. 
circumſtances, without any inconveniency, 
but have produced advantageous effects: If, 
Lord Grenville thinks otherwiſe, and con- 
ſiders ſuch an interview as uſeleſs at this 
moment, Monſieur Chauvelin will not iniſiſt 
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_ 634 
upon it; and vill only regret that he has not 
been able to ſeize this opportunity of offer- 
ing his reſpects to Lord Grenville, and of 


_ renewing to him aſſurances of his eſſeem. 


Portman-ſquare, 
the 22d November 1792. 


Lord Grenville. 


(No. 12.) 
Tranſlation of a Letter from Lord GR Ex- 
VILLE to Monfieur CHAUVELIN, No- 
vember 28th, 1792. 


Whztehall, November 28th, 1792. 
SIR, 

1 COULD have wiſhed that you had 
thought yourſelf enabled to ſatisfy the de- 
fire which I expreſſed to you, of knowing 
the object of the conference you demanded 
of me ſome days ago: But as, on reflecting 
on the ſituation. of affairs, I have thought 
with you, that the private converſation you 
propoſed to me may be uſeful under the 


- exiſting cirgumpllances, I will not refuſe it. 
SE I will 


* 


W 1 

J will beg of you to be ſo good as to come 

to the Office for Foreign Affairs to-morrow 

at noon, if that hour ſhould be convenient 
to you. 

In the mean time I renew to you the af. 


ſurance of the diſtinguiſhed regard with 
which I have the honour to be, &c. 


GRENVILLE. 


Monſieur Chauvelin. 


(No. 13.) | 
T ranſlation of a, Note from Monfieur Cha u- 
VELIN to Lord GRENVILLE, December 
276, 1792. 


Potman- Square, Dec. 27; 1792, 
the Firſt Year of the Republic. 


THE underſigned Miniſter Plenipoten- ' 
tiary of France has the honour to commu- 
nicate to his Excelleney Lord Grenville the 
inſtructions which he has received from the 
Executive Council of the French Republic, 
with orders to lay them before his Britan- 

D 2 | nick _ 


1 : 


: nick Majeſty's Secretary of State ſor the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, in caſe he 


(- 36.) 


ſhould believe that he could not ſufficiently 
ſoon obtain an interview with that Mi- 
niſter. | 
The French Government, by-continuing, 
fince the recall of Lord Gower from Paris, 
to leave at London its-Miniſter.Plenipoten- 
tiary, conceived that it gave his Britannick 
Majeſty an unequivocal proof of the deſire 
it had to continue to live upon good terms 
with him, and to diſpel thoſe clouds, „Nich 
the events neceſſary and inherent to thè in- 
ternal regulations of France, appeared at 


that time to have occaſioned. The inten- 


tions of the Executive Council of France, 
with regard to England, have not ceaſed to 
be the ſame; but it has not been able to ſee 


with indifference the public conduct which 


the Britiſn Miniſtry maintains. at preſent 
towards France. It is with regret that it 
has remarked in this conduct, a character 


of ill-will, to which it is yet unwilling to 
give credit. It has however felt, that its 


duty to the French nation required it no 
longer to leave it in a ſtate of uncertainty, 
into 


Oy 3 I 
, Cc | * * A y 


into 8 N i had. * throw 175 . 
meaſures recently adopted by the Britin 
Government-—an uncertainty which muſt 
be ſhared by the Britiſh nation, and which 
is equally unworthy of both countries. 

The Executive Council of the French 
Republic has, in conſequence, authorized 
the Miniſter of France at London, to de- 
mand with openneſs of the Miniſters of His 
Britannick Majeſty, if France ought to con- 
ſider England as a neutral power, or as an 
4 enemy; and it has eſpecially charged him 
to obtain a definitive anſwer upon this point. 
But, in aſking from the Miniſters of His 

Britannick Majeſty a frank and open expla- 
nation as to their intentions with regard to 
France, the Executive Council is unwilling | 
they ſhould have the ſmalleſt remaining 
doubt as to the diſpoſition of France to- 
wards England, and as to its deſire of re- 
maining in peace with her; it has even been 
defirous of anſwering beforehand all the 
reproaches which they may be tempted to 
make in juſtification of a rupture. 
On reflecting what may be che reaſons 
which may determine his Britannick Ma- 
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1 to break with the F rench 8 
the Executive Council has been able to find 
no other than a falſe interpretation, which 


is, perhaps, given to the Decree of the Na- 
tional Convention of the 19th of November. 


If a real alarm has been occaſioned by this 


- Decree, it can have ariſen only from want 
of underſtanding its true ſenſe. The Na- 


tional Convention never meant that the 
French Republic ſhould favour inſurrections, 
ſhould: eſpouſe the quarrels of a few ſediti- 
ous perſons, or, in a word, ſhould endea- 
vour to excite diſturbances in any neutral 


or friendly country whatever. Such an idea 


would be rejected by all the French. It 
cannot be imputed to the National Conven- 
tion without doing it injuſtice. This De- 
cree, then, is applicable only to thoſe peo- 
ple, who, after having acquired their liberty 
by conqueſt, may have demanded the fra- 
ternity, the aſſiſtance of the Republic, by 
the ſolemn and unequivocal expreſſion of 
the general will. 

France ought and will recpett, not only 
the independence of England, but even 


that of thoſe of her allies, with whom ſhe 


15 


is not at war. The underſigned has there- 
fore been charged formally to declare, that 
ſhe will not attack Holland, ſo long as that 
power ſhall, on its ſide, confine itſelf to- 
wards her within the bounds of an exact 
neutrality. _ 

The Britiſh Government being t thug ſet 
at its eaſe upon theſe two points, no pre- 
tence for the ſmalleſt difficulty could re- 
main, except as to the queſtion of the open- 
ing of the Scheldt, a queſtion irrevocably 
decided by reaſon and by juſtice, of ſmall 
importance in itſelf, and on which the opi- 
nion of England, and perhaps of Holland 


itſelf, is ſufficiently known, to render it dif- _ 


ficult ſeriouſly. to make it the ſingle ſubject 
of a war, Should, however, the Britiſh 
Miniſtry avail itſelf of this laſt motive, as 
a cauſe of declaring war againſt France, 
would it not, in ſuch caſe, be probable, 
that its ſecret intention muſt have been, at 
all events, to bring on a rupture; and that 
it made uſe, at the preſent moment, of the 
vaineſt of all pretences, to colour an un 
aggreſſion, long ago determined 3 


(48%) 


On this unfortunibie ſuppoſition, which 
the Executive Council rejects, the under- 
ſigned would be authorized forcibly to ſup- 
port the dignity of the French people, and 
to declare with firmneſs, that this free and 
powerful people will accept the war, and 
repel with indignation an aggreſſion lo ma- 
nifeſtly unjuſt, and ſo little provoked on its 
part. When every explanation, calculated 
to demonſtrate the purity of the intentions 
of France, when all peaceable and conci- 
liatory meaſures ſhall have been exhauſted ' 
by her, it 1s evident that all the weight, all 
the reſponſibility of the war, will fall ſooner _ 
or later on thoſe who {hall have provoked it. 
It will, in fact, be nothing but a war of the 
Adminiſtration alone againſt the French Re- 
public; and if this truth could for a moment 
appear doubtful, it would not perhaps be 
impoſlible for France ſpeedily to convince of 
this a nation, which, in beſtowin g its confi- 
dence, has never renounced the exerciſe of 
its reaſon, or its reſpect for truth and juſtice. 

Such are the inſtructions which the un- 
der- ſigned has received orders to commu- 
nicate officially to his Excellency Lord 


Gren- 


ä 


Grenville; inviting him, as well as the whole: 

Council of His Britannick Majeſty, to weigh,” 
with the moſt ſerious attention, the declara- 
tions and the demands which they contain. 


It is evident that the French nation is defir- 


- 'ous of maintaining peace with England; 


ſhe affords a proof of this, by lending her- 


ſelf frankly and openly to diſſipate all the 
ſuſpicions which ſo many different paſſions 
and prejudices are unceaſingly at work to 
Taiſe up againſt her; but the more ſhe ſhall 


have done to convince all Europe of the 


purity of her views, and of the juſtice of 
her intentions, the more will ſhe have a rihgnt 


to expect no longer to be miſunderſtood. 
The under-ſigned has orders to demand a 


wruten anſwer to the preſent note. He hopes 


that the Miniſters of His Britannick Majeſty 


will be brought back by the explanations 
which it contains, to ideas more favourable 
to the re-union of the two Countries, and' 


that they will not have occaſion, for the 


purpoſe of returning to them, to conſider 
the terrible reſponſibility of a Declaration of 


War, which will inconteſtibly be their own 
work, the conſequences of which cannot 


de 


— 
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* e than fatal to the two Colnteies, 
and to human nature in general, and in 
which a generous and free people cannot 
long conſent to betray their own intereſts, 


by ſerving as an auxiliary and a reinforce- 
ment to a tyrannical coalition. 


(Signed) F. CHAUVELIN. 


614. 
Tranſlation of a Letter from Lord Grenville 
to Monſ. Chauvelin, dated Whitehall, Dec. 
355 1792. | 
Whitehall; Dec. 31, 1792. 
1 HAVE received, Sir, from you a Note, 
in which, ſtiling yourſelf Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary of France, you communicate to 
me, as the King's Secretary of State, the 
Inſtructions which you ſtate to have yourſelf 
received from the Executive Council of the 
French Republic. You are not ignorant, 
that fince the unhappy events of the 10th of 
Auguſt, the King has thought proper to ſuſ- 
pend all official communication with France: 
Your are yourlelt no otherwiſe accredited to 
| the 
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the King, than in the name 0 his Mott 5 
Chriſtian Majeſty. The propoſition of e. 
ceiving a Miniſter accredited by any other 
Authority or Power in France, would be a 
new queſtion, which, whenever it ſhould 
occur, the King would have a right to de- 
cide according to the intereſts of his ſubjetts, 
his own dignity, and the regard which he 
oves to his allies, and to the general ſyſtem 
of Europe. I am therefore to inform you, 
Sir, in expreſs and formal terms, that I ac- 
knowledge you in no other public charaQer 
than that of Miniſter from his Moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty, and that conſequently you 
cannot be admitted to treat with the King's 
Miniſters, in the quality and under the form 
ſtated in your note, 45k 
But obſerving that you have entered into 
explanations of ſome of the circumſtances 
which have given to England ſuch ſtrong, 
grounds of uneaſineſs and jealouſy, and 
that you ſpeak of theſe explanations as being 
of a nature to bring our two countries nearer, 
I have been unwilling to convey to you the 
notification ſtated above, without, at the | 
lame time, explaining myſelf clearly and 
_ diſtindtly 


ea) | 
diſtinctly on the ſubje& of what you have 


communicated to me, though under a form 


which 1s neither regular nor official. 

Your explanations are confined to three 
points. 

The firſt is that of the decree of the Na- 


tional Convention of the 19th of Novem- 


ber, in the expreſſions of which, all Eng- 


land ſaw the formal declaration of a de- 


ſign to extend univerſally the new princi- 
ples of government adopted in France, and 
to encourage diſorder and revolt in all coun- 


tries, even in thoſe which are neutral. If 
this interpretation, which you repreſent as 


injurious to the Convention, could admit of 


any doubt, it is but too well juſtified by the 


conduct of the Convention itſelf: and the 
application of theſe principles to the King's 


Dominions has been ſhewnunequivocally, by 


the public reception given to the promot- 


ers of ſedition in this country, and by the 


ſpeeches made to them preciſely at the time 


of this decree, and ſince on ſeveral diffe- 

rent occaſions. 
Vet notwithſtanding al theſe proofs, ſup- 
ported by other circumſtances which are but 
too 


„ | 1 


too notorious, it t would have been with plea- 
ſure that we ſhould have ſeen here ſuch 
explanations and ſuch a conduct as would 


have ſatisfied the dignity and honour. of _ 


England with reſpe& to what has already 
paſſed; and would have offered a ſufficient 
ſecurity in future for the maintenance of that 
reſpect towards the rights, the government, 
and the the tranquilliy of neutral powers, 
which they have on every account the right 
to expect. 

Neither this fatisfaRion, nor this ſecurity, 
is found in the terms of an explanation 
- which {till declares to the promoters of ſe- 
dition in every country, what are the caſes 
in which they may count beforehand on the 
ſupport and ſuccour of France ; and which 
reſerves to that country the right of mixing 
herſelf in our internal affairs, whenever ſhe 
ſhall judge it proper, and on principles in- 
compatible with the political inſtitutions of 
all the countries of Europe. No one can 
avoid perceiving how much a declaration 
like this is calculated to encourage diſorder 
and revolt in every country. No one can 
be] ignorant how contrary it is to the reſpect 
"NF | | which 
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which is reciprocally due from independent 
nations, nor how repugnant to thoſe prin- 
ciples which the King has followed on his 
part, by abſtaining at all times from any in- 
terference whatever in the internal affairs 
of France; and this contraſt is alone ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew not only that England cannot 
conſider ſuch an explanation as fatisfattory, 
but that ſhe muſt look upon it as a freſh 
avowal of thoſe diſpoſitions which ſhe ſees 
with ſo juſt an uneaſineſs and jealouſy. 

I proceed to the two other points of your 


explanation, which concern the general diſ- 


poſition of France with regard to the Allies 
of Great Britain, and the conduct of the 
Convention and its Officers relative to the 
Scheldt. The declaration which you there 
make, that France will not attack Holland 
fo long as that Power ſhall obſerve an 
exact neutrality, is conceived nearly in the 
ſame terms with that which you was charged 
to make in the name of his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, in the month of June laſt. * Since 
that firſt declaration was made, an Officer, 
: ſtating himſelf to be employed in the ſer- 
vice of France, has openly violated both 

the 
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the territory and the neutrality of the Re- 
public, in going up the Scheldt to attack 

the Citadel of Antwerp, notwithſtanding the 

determination of the Government not to 

grant this paſſage, and the formal proteſt 
by which they oppoled it. Since the ſame 
declaration was made, the Convention has 
thought itſelf authoriſed to-annul the rights 
of the Republic exerciſed within the limits 
of its own territory, and enjoyed by virtue 
of the ſame treaties by which her indepen- 
-dence 1s ſecured; and at the very mo- 
ment when, under the name of an amica- 


ble explanation, you renew to me in the ſame _ 


terms the promiſe of reſpecting the inde- 


pendence and the rights of England and _ 


her allies, you announce to me, that thoſe . 
in whoſe name you ſpeak intend to maintain 
theſe open and injurious aggreſſions. 
It is not, certainly, on ſuch a declaration 
as this that any reliance can be placed for 
the continuance of public tranquillity.” ©" 
But I am unwilling to leave, without' a 
more particular reply, what you ſay on the 
ſubject of the Schelde: . If it were true that 
this queſtion is in itſelf of little importance, 
35 this 


(Ae 
this would ſerve only to prove more . 
that it was brought forward only for the 
purpoſe of inſulting the allies of England, 
by the infraction of their neutrality, and by 
the violation of their rights, which the 
faith of treaties obliges us to maintain. But 
you cannot be ignorant, that here the utmoſt 
importance is attached to thoſe principles 
which France wiſhes to eſtabliſh by this pro- 
ceeding, and to thoſe conſequences which 
would naturally reſult from them, and that 
not only thoſe principles and thoſe conſe- 
quences will never be admitted by England, 
bur that ſhe is, and ever will be, ready to 
. oppoſe them with all her force. 
France can have no right to annul the 
- ſtipulations relative to the Scheldt, unleſs 
| ſhe have allo the right to ſet aſide equally all 
the other treaties between all the Powers of 
Europe, and all the other rights of England, 
or of her Allies. She can even have no 
pretence to interfere. in the queſtion of 
opening the Sheldt, unleſs ſhe were the So- 
vereign of the Low Countries; or had the 
right to dictate Lum to all Europe. 
| England 
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England never will conſent that France” 
| ſhall arrogate the power of annulling at her 
pleaſure, and under the pretence of a pre- 
tended natural right, of which ſhe makes 
herſelf the only judge, the political ſyſtem 
of. Europe, eſtabliſhed by ſolemn treaties, 
and guaranteed by the 9 of all the 
powers. This government, adhering to the 
maxims which it has followed for more than 
a century, will alſo never ſee with indiffer- 
ence, that France ſhall make herſelf either 
directly or indirectly, ſovereign of the Low w 
Countries, or general arbitreſs of the rights _ 
and liberties of Europe. If France is really | 
deſirous of maintaining friendſhip and 
peace with England, ſhe muſt ſhew herſelf 
diſpoſed to renounce her views of aggreſ- 
fon and aggrandizement, and to confine 
herſelf within her own territory, without 
inſulting other governments, without diſ- 
turbing their tranquillity, without violating 
their rights. e 
With reſpect to that character of ill-will 3 
which is endeavoured to be. found in the 2 
conduct of England towards France, I can- 4 
not ee it, becauſe you ſpeak of it in 
E 1 


— (9 
general terms ality, without alleging a 
ſingle fact. All Europe has ſeen the juſtice 


and the generoſity which have characteriſed 
che conduct of the King. His Majeſty has 


| always been defirous of peace: He deſires 
it ſtill, but ſuch as may be real and ſolid, 
and conſiſtent with the intereſts and dignity 


of his own dominions, and with the gene- 


ral ſecurity of Europe. 
On the reſt of your paper, 1 ſay nothing. 
As to what relates to me and my colleagues, 


the King's Miniſters owe to His Majeſty the 


account of their conduct, and I have no 
anſwer to give to you on this ſubject, any 
more chan on chat of the appeal which you 
propoſe to make to the Engliſh Nation. 
This nation, according to that conſtitution 
by which its liberty and its proſperity are 
ſecured, and which it will always be able to 
defend againſt every attack, direct or indi- 
rect, will never have with foreign Powers 
connection or correſpondence, except 


ö through the organ of its King; of a King 


whom it loves and reveres, and who has 
never for an inſtant ſeparated his rights, 
his Intereſts, and his happineſs, from the 

Fights 
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(* 
rights, the intereſts, and the happineſs'of | 


his people. 
I hae the W &c. 
GRENVILLE. 
— . * 5 2 
(No. 15.) 


Tran/lation of a Note from Monfeur 
CHAUVELIN, to Lord GRENVILLE, dated 
7th January, 1793. ( Original returned. 


THE underſigned Miniſter Plenipoten- | 
'tiary from the French Republic has tranſ- 
mitted to the Executive Council the anſwer 
| which his Excellency Lord Grenville has 

addreſſed to him on his note the 27th De- 

cember. He has thought it his duty not 

to wait for the inſtructions which will be 
the neceſſary reſult of it, in order to tranſ- 
mit to that Mmiſter the new orders which 
he has received from the Executive Coun- 
cil. The declaration which Lord Gren- 
ville has made to him, that his Britanniek 
Majeſty did not acknowledge him as Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary from the French Re- 
1 publie 
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public has not appeared to him as if -it 
* ought to prevent him. This declaration 
cannot in any reſpe& alter or deſtroy the 
quality of delegate from the French Go- 
vernment, with which the underſigned is 
evidently inveſted, or hinder him, in ſuch 
deciſive circumſtances, from addreſſing to 
the Miniſters of his Britannick Majeſty, in 
the name of the French People, of which he 
| is the organ, the following note : 

The Executive Council of the French 
Republic has been informed that the Britiſh 
Parliament is about to paſs a law relative to 
foreigners, the rigorous proviſions of which 
+ will ſubje& them to meaſures the more ar- 
bitrary, as the Secretaries of State of his 
- Britannick Majeſty will have the liberty of 
| reſtraining or extending them, according to 
their views and their pleaſure. The Exe- 
cutive Council, knowing the religious fide- 
lity of the Engliſh people in fulfilling their 
. engagements, could not but ſuppoſe that 
the French would be expreſsly excepted 
from this Law. The treaty of navigation 
and of commerce, concluded 1 in 1786. be- 
| | tween 


WE * 

tween the two States, ought formalilh to ſe... 
cure them from it. This —_— — 

Article 4. = 


Phe ſubjefts ak d of the re- 
ſpective dominions of the two Sovereigns | 


YH: 
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ſhall have liberty to come and go freely and 
ſecurely, without licence or paſſport, ge- 
« neral or ſpecial, by land or by ſea, and to 
e return from thence, to remain there, or to 
paſs through the ſame, and therein to 
« buy and purchaſe, as they pleaſe, all 
« things neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence and 
e uſe, and they ſhall mutually be treated 
« with all kindneſs and favour. - e | 
_ © however, &c. &c.“ | 

But inſtead of finding 1 in the Bill pro- 
poled a juſt exception in favour of France, 
the Executive Council has been covinced 
by poſitive declaration made in the two. 
Houſes of Parliament, by Miniſterial ex- 
planations and interpretations, that this. 
project of a law, under a general term of 
deſignation, was principally directed Woe i | 

the French. | | 
When the Britiſh Miniſtry has. ore 
a law which would ſo expreſsly violate the 
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treaty of commerce, when they have openly 

announced their intention of putting it into 
execution againſt the French alone, their firſt 
care muſt no doubt have been to attempt to 
cover this extraordinary meaſure with an ap- 
pearance of neceſſity, and to prepare before 
hand a juſtification, ſooner or later neceſ- 
ſary, by loading the French Nation with 
reproaches; by repreſenting it to the En- 
gliſh people as an enemy of its Conſtitution; 
by accuſing it, without being able to furniſh 
any proof, and in the moſt injurious terms, 
with having ſought to foment troubles in 


England. The Executive Council has al- 


ready repelled with indignation ſuch ſuſpi- 
cions. If ſome men, caſt out from the bo- 
ſom of France, have ſpread themſelves in 
Great Britain with the criminal intention of 
agitating the people, of leading them to re- 
volt, has not England laws to protect the 
public order? Could ſhe not puniſh them? 
The Republic would affuredly not have in- 
terpoſed in their favour Such men are 
not Frenchmen, 
Reproaches ſo little founded, imputations 
| ſo Ae will with difficulty ſueceed in 
Juſtifying 


| M 


juſſifying i in the eyes of 3 2 n 
the compariſon of which with that conſtant- 
ly held by France towards Great Britain 


will ſuffice to demonſtrate its injuſtice and 
its malevolence. The French Nation, be- ; 
come free, has not only not ceaſed to ex- 
preſs in all forms its deſire to ſtrengthen its 
connection with the Engliſh people, but it 


has realiſed this deſire with all its power, 


by receiving as allies, as brothers, all the 


individuals of the Engliſh Nation. In the 
. midſt of the combats of liberty and of deſ- 


potiſm, in the midſt of the moſt violent 


agitations, it has honoured itſelf by a reli- 
gious reſpect for all foreigners reſiding 
within it, and particularly for the En- 


gliſh, whatever might be their opinions, 


their conduct, and their connections with 
the enemies of liberty; every where they 


have been aſſiſted; ſuccoured with every 


kind of benevolence and favour ;. and 
it would be as the reward for this ge- 


nerous conduct that the French would 


find themſelves perhaps alone ſubjected | 


to an Act of Parliament, which would 


grant to the Engliſh Government the moſt 
8 e 
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Is aber latitude of authority n fo” 
" reigners, which would ſubje& them to the 
taking licences or Palſports for coming, go- 
ing, and remaining in England; which 


would allow the Secretaries of State to ſabject 
them without reaſons, and on a mere ſuf- 


hicion, to the moſt odious forms, to fix a cir- 


cuit, the bounds of which they could not paſs, 
and even to caft them out of the territory of 
Great Britain at their pleaſure. 

It is evident, that all theſe cauſes are 
contrary to the Letter of the Treaty of 


Commerce, the Fourth Article of which ex- 


tends to all Frenchmen without diſtinction; 
and it is too much to be ſeared, that in 
conſequence of the determination which his 
Britannick Majeſty has thought it right to 
take, of breaking off all communication be- 
tween the Governments of the Two Coun- 


tries, even the French merchants may find 


themſelves frequently unable to avail them- 
ſelves of the exception which the bill has 
made in favour of thoſe who * ſhall prove 
that they came to England for _ of | 
Commerce.” 


It 


a 


It is thus that the Britiſh Government has 


firſt choſen to break a Treaty to which 


England owes a great part of its actual 
pech perity, burthenſome to France, wreſted 


by addreſs and ability from the unſkilful- b 


neſs or from the corruption of the agents of 


a government it has deſtroyed; a treaty 
which it has, however, never ceaſed to ob- 


* 


ſerve religiouſſy; and it is at the very mo- 


ment when France is accuſed in the Britiſh 


Parliament of violating treaties, that the 


public conduct of the two governments offers 


a contraſt ſo proper to Juitity theretorting 


the accuſation. 


All the powers of Faqs would have a 


right, doubtleſs, to complain of the hard- 
ſhip of this Bill, if ever it obtained the force 


of law; but it is France eſpecially, the in- 


habitants of which, ſecured from its pe- 
nalties by. a ſolemn treaty, appear never- 
theleſs to be excluſively menaced by them; 


it is France that has the right to pretend to 
a more ſpeedy and more e particular ſatis- 


faction. 
The Executive Council might immedi- 
ately have accepted the rupture of the 
a. 
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Treaty which the Engliſh Government 
ſeems to have held out to it ; but it was un- 
willing to. precipitate any of its meaſures ; 
and it has choſen, before it makes known 


its definitive reſolution, to afford the Britiſh | 
Miniſtry the opportunity of a frank and 


candid explanation. The underſigned has 
received orders, in conſequence, to demand 
of Lord Grenville to inform him by a 
ſpeedy, clear, and categorical anſwer, whe- 
ther under the general denomination of fo- 
reigners in the Bill on which the Houles are 
occupied, the Government of Great Britain 


means likewiſe to include the French. 


(Signed) 1 
CHAUVELIN. 
Portman-ſquare, : 
7th January, 1793. 
Second Year of the French Republic, 


(No. 16.) 
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Tranſlation of a Note, Hol Lord Grew. 
VILLE, to Monfieur Cf. * 


7th, 179g. 


AFTER the 99 N otification which 
the underſigned has already had the honour 
of making to Monſieur Chauvelin, he finds 
himſelf obliged to ſend back to him the in- 
cloſed Paper, which he received from him 
this morning, and which he cannot but con- 
ſider as being totally inadmiſſible, Monſieur 
Chauvelin aſſuming therein a character which 


is not acknowledget. 5 8 
(Signed / 
2 | GRENVILLE. 
* Whitehall, TW 


Jan. 7th, 1793. 
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(No. 17.) 


| Tranſlation of a Letter from Monſieur CMHAUu- 


. VELIN to Lord GRENVILLE, dated 7th 
January, 1793 ; received 9th. 


Portman-ſquare, th Jan. 1798, 
2d Year of the French * 


My Lord, 


THE King of England has prohibited, 
by a Proclamation of the 15th November, 


the exportation of grain and flour. Several 


veſſels lawſully freighted, and ready to de- 


part for France, the government whereof 


had ordered conſiderable purchaſes of thoſe 


commodities in the ports of England, have 
been ſtopped, notwithſtanding the law which 
enacts that the ports ſhall not be ſhut till fif- 


teen days after the date of the Proclamation ; 
; and the Britiſh Miniſtry have e 


acknowledged the irregularity of ſome of 


their meaſures, by applying to Parliament 
for an Act of Indemnity. However, the 


French Government, relying at that time 


on the good diſpoſitions of the Britiſh Mi- 
niſtry, beheld in thoſe meaſures of vigour 


only 


| 


n 
only the effect of the foreſight and wiſdom 
of the Engliſh Adminiſtration, and did not 
think it neceſſary to remonſtrate. 
Another proclamation, which ſoon fol- 
| lowed the firſt, excepted all foreign wheat 
from the prohibition of exportation; it was 
\ guaranteeing to all Europe the ſecurity of 
. tranſports, by removing, in an authentic 
and ſolemn manner, all the doubts to which 
the firſt proclamation might have given riſe; 
it was enſuring to the Engliſh Commerce a 
. conſiderable repoſitory; it was above all 
_ diſtinguiſhing the Ports of Great Britain as 
a ſacred aſylum for ſuch veſlels laden with 
grain, and deſtined for France, as, for their 
convenience, or by neceſſity, might be in 
the caſe of ſtopping in their courſe. 
Four weeks after that declaration, ſome 
veſſels laden with Foreign grain, on account 
of France, were ſtopped. in the Engliſh Ports; 
and when the merchants who were commiſ- 
| fioned made their claims, they were coldly 
| anſwered, that it was by order of Govern- 
| ment. | 

France, my Lord, might ſtill have per- 
ſuaded herſelf that ſome recent and unex- 


N 


„ 
petted information upon the ſtate of provi- 
ſions in Great Britain had obliged adminiſ- 
tration to take ſuch extraordinary meaſures; 
but the Engliſh Government itſelf took care 
to prove to Europe that it had no other mo- 
tive than a hoſtile partiality againſt France, 
if it is true that the Cuſtom Houſes received 
orders to permit the exportation of Foreign 
Wheat to all ports except thoſe of France. 
This fact, My Lord, has been atteſted to 
-me by reſpectable authorities; and however 
_accumulated may be the marks of malevo- 
lence and jealouſy which France has ſeen for 
ſome time in the conduct of the Britiſh Ca- 
binet, Ifill harbour doubts of it. I ſhould, 
the firſt moment of my knowing it, have 
waited upon you, my Lord, to be aſſured 
from yourſelf. of its certainty, or of its 
'falſchood, if the determination taken by 
His Britannick Majeſty, in the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, to break off all communication 
between the Governments of the two count- 
ries, had not rendered friendly and open 
ſteps the more difficult, in proportion as 
i they became the more neceſſary. 


But 
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But 1 conſidered, my Lord, that when | 


the queſtion of war or peace aroſe between 


two powerful nations, that which manifeſted _ 
the defire of attending to all explanations, 


that which ſtrove the longeſt to preſerve 
the laſt link of union and friendſhip, wag 
the only one which appeared truly worthy, 
and truly great. I beſeech you, my Lord, 


in the name of public faith, in the name of 


juſtice and of hitmanity, to explain to me 
fats which I will not characteriſe, and 
which the F rench Nation would take for 


granted by your ſilence only, or r by the re- 
fuſal of an anſwer. 


Think, my Lord, that in the vole of 


peace, far from all appearance of war, the 
Engliſh Government has profited of the 
good faith of the merchants 'of Europe; 


and of the ſecurity of a neighbouring and 
friendly nation, to bring into its ports thoſe 


commodities of which it ſuppoſed or knew 


the want-in that country, if now that ſame 


_ miniſtry ſhould take advantage of the firſt 
hoſtile meaſures, which they had either 
taken themſelves, or provoked, to detain 
ſuch commodities, in the _ perhaps, that 

in 
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_ reſpe& to the exportation of grain. 
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Fa) >. 
in the midſt of the agitations of that country 


it would ſuffice to excite the fear of want 


to create it—they would only obtain, as the 


reward of ſuch an act of perfidy, even by 


the ſucceſs of their enterprize, the ſhame 


of having employed means, which even in 
the midſt of a terrible war an enlightened 
and generous nation muſt abhor, and of 
having ſunk the credit of the Engliſh com- 
merce, by violating the ſacred Alen of 
its markets. 


gy have the honour, &c. 
F. CHAUVELIN. 
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(No. 18.) 
Tranflation of a Letter from Lord GREN- 


VILLE, to Monſieur CRADYELIN, Jan. 
_ 9th, 179. 5 


At Whitehall, the gth e 179g. 
=P was not till to-day, Sir, that I received 


your letter of the 7th of this month, rela- 


tive to certain meaſures taken here with 


In 


. 
— To 4 r 
N 2 2 of a 7 * FR * wy p 1 85 ks * 
9 * ME: 
* 5 . 
5 0 4 0 PLE” ve wall 
4+ * 3 E. 34S. *8'3=H "7 
4 fs - s - ON RY 
* 7-4 * 3 1 
* % * ba 0 
N 8 
* *% 
+ OS. : 
2 3 
#7 5 ; 
» . 
* 75 1 , 4 
— ö 7 
* * 
7 8 p # S 
5 4 7 2 1 es 
— — W 1 58 ” ? * . . * 
; T . * k * ! : 
5 28 72 
f | ; g a | 5 
— 4 : 4 8. 2 * 
I 
* 1 7 4 


In the private converſation which we ha 1 
7 5 29th of November, in conſequence of 
your deſire, I informed you that the King's f 


Miniſters would not decline receiving non- ; 
official communications, which, without 2 

deciding the queſtion either of the acknow- Y 

ledgement of the new government in France. 
-or of receiving a Miniſter accredited by hers 4 


might offer the means of removing the miſ- 
underſtanding which already manifeſted 6. 4 

ſelf between the two countries. e 

It has been thought preferable in F rance 

to bring forward difficulties of form; and 

the firſt communication which I received | 

from you, after that communication, was 

that of the note of the 27th December, to 

which I have already anſwered. I do not 
know in what capacity you addreſs me the 

letter which I have juſt received; but in i 

every caſe, it would be neceſſary to know © — 

the reſolutions which ſhall have been taken 
in France, in conſequence of what has al- 

ready paſſed, before I can enter into any 
new explanations, eſpecially with reſpect to 
5 meaſures founded ina great ne on his 


Fg 0 4 N id 
* n Po ” . : & 2% * 3 
1 ? : 12 


n 
motives of jealouſy and uneaſineſs which 1 
have already detailed to you. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 8 
(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


; | (No. 19.) 
Tranſlation of a Note from Monſieur Cha v- 
VELIN, to Lord GRENVILLE, 11th Janu- 
* 7935 received 12th. | 


THE. underſigned Miniſter Plenipotenti- 
ary of the French Republic has given an 
account to the Executive Council, of the 
form in which Lord Grenville has been au- 
thorized to reject the explanation which 
has been offered-him in the name and on 
behalf of the Executive Council, on the 
ſubje& of the law relative to foreigners, 
The underſigned, until he has freſh inſtruc- 
tions from the council, thinks it his duty 
not to delay to conform himſelf to thoſe 
which he has already received, in declaring + 
to Lord Grenville, that the French Repub- 

| | 1 * 


667 0 


| lic cannot but regard the condut of the 
| "Engliſh Government as a manifeſt infraction 


of the Treaty of Commerce concluded be- 


tween the two powers, and that conſequently 


ſhe ceaſes to conſider herſelf as bound by 


that treaty, and that ſhe regards it from 


this moment as broken and annulled. 
Signed) F. CHAUVELIN. 


Portman-ſquare, 11th January, 1793, 
the Second Year of the French Republic, 


(No. PTL 


Tranſlation of a Note from Mr. Abs to | 


Monfieur CHAUVELIN, 13% Fan. 1 1793. 


Mr. Auſt is charged to ſend back to Mon- 
fieur Chauvelin the incloſed paper, receiv- 
ed yeſterday at the . Office for F orgy AE 
fairs. | 


Whitehall, | le 
13th January, 179g. 
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(No. 21.) 


| Tranſlation of a Note from M onſieur 


CHAUVELIN to Lord GRENVILLE, 12th 
January, 1793. 


My Lord, 


I Have this inſtant received a meſſenger 


from France, who has brou ght me an anſwer 


to your letter of the 31ſt. It appears to 


me, that a converſation with you would be 


the moſt ſuitable form of communicating 
this anſwer to you; I have the honor to beg 


my Lord, that you will grant it me as ſoon 


as poſſible. As I ſhall not attach any im- 
portance to the form of this private conver- 


ſation, I cannot imagine, eſpecially - after 


your laſt letter of the gth, you will ſee kny 


difficulty in conſenting to it. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) F. CHAUVELIN. 
Portman-ſquare, 12th January, 179g. 
the Second year of the Republic. 


(No. 22.) 
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(No. 22.) | 
Tranſlation of a Letter from Lord GRxxx- 
VILLE to Monſieur CHAUVELIN, Ja- 


| 5 nuary 130%, 1799. 


Muitehall, 1 3 th January; 1793. 
15 5 Hal paſt One, P. M. 


CONFORMABLY with what I have al- 
ready intimated to you, Sir, I have the ho- 
nour to inform you, that I ſhall make no 
difficulty to receive from you a non-official 

communication in anſwer to my letter of the 
- 31ſt December: But I cannot avoid, under 
circumſtances ſo critical, to beg that you | 


Vuill put in writing what you have to com- 


muniecate to me, in order that I may be cer- 
tain of not being under any miſtake in the 
account which it will be my duty to give of 
this particular communication. I will there- 
fore beg of you to come to the office for Fo- 
_ reign Affairs as ſoon as it may be convenient 
to ou. 7 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Monſieur Chauvelin. | + 


7 ) 


. 23.) 
| Tranſlation of a Letter from Monfieur CHa. 
'VELIN to Lord GRENVILLE; January 4 


13th, 1793. e « 


Portman-Square, Jan. 13, 179g, 
the Second Year of 6 the n, 


My Lord, 


THE Communication which I had the 
honour to propoſe to make to you is already 
committed to writing. I ſhall immediately 
Nair to your office to carry it to you. 


36 have the honour, &c. 


rn 
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« No. 9 = 
' Tranſlation of a Paper delivered Y NM ne 15 


CHAUVELIN fo. Lord GRENVILLE, Ja. 


nuary 13th 1793. 
Copy of a Paper addreſſed by wo 
fieur le BR ux to Monſieur CA u- 
VELIN, the 8th January, to be 
communicated to Lord 9 
TIKAS.--- ; 


THE Proviſional Executive Council of * 


the French Republic, previous to their an- 
ſwering in a more particular manner each of 
the heads comprized in the Note which has 
been remitted to them on the part of the Mi- 
niſtry of His Britannick Majeſty, will begin 
by renewing to the ſaid Miniſtry, the moſt 

expreſs aſſurances of their ſincere deſire of 
preſerving peace and harmony between 
France and England. Hs 
The ſentiments of the F rench Nation to- 
wards the Engliſh have been manifeſted dur- 
ing the whole courſe of the Revolution in 
ſo conſtant, ſo unanimous a manner, that 
there cannot remain the ſmalleſt doubt of 
F b the 
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therefore with the greateſt repugnancy the 


. \ 


Republic would ſee herſelf forced to a rup- 


ture, much more contrary to her own incli- 
nation than to her intereſt. Before we come 
to ſuch an unpleaſant extremity, explana- 


tions are neceſſary; and the matter is of ſo 
high an im portance, that the Executive 
Council did not think it proper to truſt it to 
the ever unacknowledged Miniſtry of a ſe- 


cret Agent, hence they have deemed it to 


be expedient in all points to charge Citizen 
Chauvelin with it, though he be no other- 
wiſe acknowledged before His Britannick 


Majeſty, than on the late King's Account. 
The opinion of the Executive Council 
as juſtified on this occaſion, by the man- 

ner in which our negociations were at the 

ſame time tranſacted in Spain, where Citi- 


zen Bourgoing was exactly in the ſame fitu- 


ation as Citizen Chauvelin at London; yet 
this did not prevent the Miniſters of his Ca- 


tholic Majeſty from treating with him for a 


Convention of Neutrality, the Declaration 
of Which is to be exchanged at Paris, be- 


Wo CEN 


eſteem which it has vowed them, and of its 
. defire of having them for friends. It is 


1 


. i 


. tween the Miniſter for F oreign Affairs, a” 
the Spaniſh Charge d' Affaires. We will 


even add, that the Prime Miniſter of his 


Catholic Majeſty, in writing officially on this 
ſubject to Citizen Bourgoing, did not forget 


to give him his title of Miniſter Plenipoten- 
tiary from France. The example of a Pow- 


er of the firſt order, ſuch as Spain, indue- | 
ed the Executive Council to hope to find the 
ſame facility at London. However, the 


Executive Council freely own, that this de- 


mand of negociations has not all the rigour 
of diplomatic form, and that Citizen Chau-- 
velin is not regularly enough authoriſed. In 

order to remove this obſtacle entirely, to 


diſcard every reproach of having ſtopped, 


by mere want of formality, a negociation, on 


the ſucceſs of which the tranquillity of two 
great nations is depending, they have taken 


the reſolution of ſending letters of credence 


to Citizen Chauvelin, which would furniſh 
him with the means of treating in all the ſe- 


verity of diplomatic forms. 2 

Now, to come to the three points which 

can alone make an object of difficulty at 
the Court of London, the Executive Coun- 
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eil obſerve, reſpeRing the Firſt, which is 
the decree of the 19th of November, that 
we have not been properly underſtood by 


the Miniſtry of His Britannick Majeſty, 
when they accuſe us of having given an ex- 


planation which, announces to the ſeditious of 


all Nations what are the caſes in which they 


may previouſly count on the ſupport and aſ- 
ſiſtance of France. Nothing could be more 


foreign than this reproach to the ſentiments 


of the National Convention, and to the ex- 
planation we have given of them; and we 


did not think that it were poſſible we ſhould 
be charged with the open deſign of favour- 


ing the ſeditious, at the very moment when 
we declare, that it would be wronging the 
NMalional Convention if they were charged with 
the projeft of protecting inſurrections, and 


with the commotions that may bredk out in any 
corner of a State, of joining the ringleaders, 


and of thus making the cauſe of a few private 


individuals that of the French Nation. 


We have ſaid, and we deſire to repeat it, 


that the decree of the 19th of November 
could not have any application, unleſs to 


| the finglecaſe in which the general will of = 5 


nation, 
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nation, clearly and unequivocally expreſſed, 


| ſhould call the French Nation to its affiſt- 


ance and fraternity, Sedition can certainly 


never be conſtrued into- the general will. 
Theſe two ideas mutually repel each other, 


| ſince a ſedition is not and cannot be any o- 
ther than the movement of a ſmall number 


againſt the nation at large; and this move- 


ment would ceaſe to be ſeditious, provided 
all the Members of a ſociety ſhould at once 


rile, either to correct their government, or 


to change its form in lolo, or for ny other 


object. 

The Dutch were Murealy not : ſeditious, 
when they formed the generons refolution 
of ſhaking off the yoke of Spain; and when 
the general will of that nation called for the - 
aſſiſtance of France, it was not reputed a 
crime in Henry the Fourth, or in Elizabeth 
of England, to have liſtened to them. The 
knowledge of the general will is the only* 
baſis of the tranſactions of nations with each 
other; and we can only treat with any Go- 
vernment whatever on this principle, that 
ſuch a government is deemed the organ of 
the general will of the Nation governed. 

Thus, 


6) 


"Thus, when by this natiiral interpretation 


the decree of the 19th of November is re- 


duced to what it truly implies, it will be 
found, that it announces nothing more than 


an act of the general will, and that beyond 
any doubt, and ſo effectually founded in 
right, that it was ſcarcely worth the trouble 


to exprels it. On this account, the Execu- 


tive Council thinks that the evidence of this 


right might perhaps have been diſpenſed 


with by the National Convention, and did 


not deſerve to be made the object of a par- 


ticular decree. But with the interpretation 


which precedes 1 it, it cannot give uneaſineſs 
to any nation whatever. 
It appears that the Miniſters of his Bri- | 


tannick Majeſty have nothing to objett to 


the declaration relative to Holland, ſince 
the ſingle obſervation made by them on that 
+ ſubject belongs to the diſcuſſion of the 
Scheldt. It is this laſt point, therefore, to 
which we are confined. 

We repeat it, this queſtion 1 is in itſelf of 
little moment. The Miniſters of Great 
Britain conclude that it only ſerves to prove 
more e .clearly, that it was brought forward 

merely 
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| merely fan the Ak of i in « ſulting the Allies 
| / England, &c. We ſhall reply with much 
| leſs warmth and prejudice, thatthis queſtion 
18 abſolutely indifferent to England ; that it 
is of little importance to Holland; but that 
it is extremely important to the Belgians. 
That it is indifferent to England is not ne- 
ceſſary to prove; and its trivial import to 
Holland is evinced by this fact, that the pro- 
ductions of the Belgians paſs equally by the 
+ - canals which terminate at Oſtend. Its great 
importance to the Belgians is proved by the 
numerous advantages the port of Antwerp 
preſents to them. Tis therefore on account 
of this importance, tis to reſtore to the Bel- 
gians the enjoyment of ſo precious a right, 
and not to offend any one, that France has 
declared herſelf ready to ſupport them in 
the exerciſe of ſo legitimate a 
But is France authoriſed to break the 
ſtipulations which are oppoſed to the liberty 
of the Scheldt? If the rights of nature and 
thoſe of nations are conſulted, not France 
alone, all the nations of Europe are autho- 
riſed to do it- there can be no doubt 
WE. i Re. | 


If 
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11 we bund public law, we mall hy tha bs 

It ke to be nothing but the application 
of the principles of the general rights of 
nations to the particular circumſtances in 
which nations are placed with regard to 

each other; inſomuch that every particular 

* treaty repugnant to ſuch principles can only 

be regarded as the work of violence. We 
nioreover add, in relation to the Scheldt, 

that this treaty was concluded without the 
participation of the Belgians. the Empe- 

| ror, to ſecure the poſſeſſion of the Low 
Countries, ſacrificed. without ſcruple the 

moſt inviolable of rights. Maſter of thoſe 

fine provinces, he governed them, as Eu- 

rope has ſeen, with the rod of abſolute deſ- 
potiſm, reſpected only thoſe of their privi- 
ledges which it imported him to preſerve, 

and deſtroyed or perpetually ſtruggled 
againſt the reſt. France enters into war 

with the houſe of Auſtria, expels it from 

the Low Countries, and calls back to free 

dom thoſe people whom the Court of Vi- 

enna had voted to ſlavery ; their chains are 
broken; they re-enter. into all the rights 

which the Houle of Auſtria had taken away 

from 
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from wen How can that which hey poſ- 
| ſeſſed with reſpett to the Scheldt be excep- 
: ted particularly when that right is only of 
#7. importance t to tho e who are deprived of it? 
For what remains, France has too good a 
* 3 political creed to be afraid to avow the 
I principles of it. The Executive Council 
declares, not with a view of yielding to 
ſome expreſſions of threatning language, 
but ſolely to render homage to truth, that 
- the French Republic does not intend to 
ere& itſelf into an univerſal arbitrator of 
the treatiſes which bind nations. She will 
| know how to reſpect other governments, as 
ſhe will take care to make her own reſpetted, 
She does not wiſh to impoſe laws upon any 
one, and will not ſuffer any one to impoſe 
laws upon her. She has renounced, and 
again renounces, every conqueſt ; and her 
occupation of the Low- Countries ſhall only 
continue during the war, and the time 
which may be neceſſary to the Belgians to 
Inſure and conſolidate their liberty; after 
which let them be independant and happy, 


France will find her recompence in their fe- 1 L 
liciry. 


| i] 


F When - 


e 1 


| When that nation ſhall be found in ie 
full enjoyment of liberty; when its general 
will can lawfully declare itſelf without 
ſhackles; then if England and Holland ftill 
attach ſome importance to the opening of 
the Scheldt, they may put the affair into a 
direct negociation with Belgia. If the Bel- - 
glans, by any motive whatever, conſent to 
_ deprive themſelves of the navigation of the 
Scheldt, France will not oppoſe it ; ſhe will 
know how to reſpect their independance, | 
even in their errors | 

After ſo frank a declaration, ck mant- 
feſts ſuch a ſincere deſire of peace, His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty's Miniſters ought” not to 
have any doubts with regard to the inten- 
tions of France. If her explanations ap- 
pear inſufficient, and if we are ſtill obliged 
to-hear a haughty language; if hoſtile pre- 
parations are continued in the Engliſh Ports; 
after having exauſted every means to pre- 
ſerve peace, we will prepare for war, with 
a ſenſe of the juſtice of our cauſe, and of 
our efforts to avoid extremity:— We will 
fight 15 eren whom ve eſteem, with 


es 


eegret, but we will tight, them kk 8 
ear. 7 


A copy conformable to the original. 
(Signed) F. CHAUVELIN, | 5 
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. ee . (No. 25) "+4 260k 
8 of a Letter from Lord Gary: 


VILLE to Monfieur Cnauveith, January 
184, 1793. Wrztehall, Jan 18, 1793: 


1 Have examined, Sir, with the greateſt, 4 
attention, the paper which you Jelivered to 
me on the 13th of this month. I cannot _ 
conceal from you that I have found nothing 2 
ſatisfaory in the reſult of that note. The 
explanations it contains are confined nearly 
to the ſame points to which I have already 
| given a detailed anſwer, The declaration of 
an intention to interfere 1 in the internal af- 
fairs of other countries is there renewed. No 
mention is made either of diſavowal or re- 
paration for the offenſive meaſures ſtated in 
my letter to you of the giſt December. 
And the claim is {till reſerved of a right to 
Lodi. G ; annul 


* * 2 * 2 


by 


ts) 

annul treaties, and to violate the rights of 
our allies; there being only offered on this 
fubject an illuſory negociation, which is re- 
ferred, as well as the evacuation of the low 
countries by the French Armies, to the in- 
definite period, not only of the concluſion 
of the war, but alſo of the conſolidation of 
what is called tbe: Loy ow the * 

People. nb | 

It is added, chat if theſe 1 
thould appear to us unſatis factory; if you 
are again obliged to hear the language of 
haughtineſs ; if hoſtile preparations are con- 
tinued in the Ports of England, after having 
exhauſted every thing which could lead to 
peace, you will diſpoſe yourſelves to war. 

If this notification, or that which related 
to the Treaty of Commerce, had been made 
to me in a regular and official form, I ſhould 
have found myſelf obli ed to anſwer, that 
a threat of declaring war againſt England, 
becauſe ſhe thinks proper-to augment her 
forces, as well as a declaration of breaking 
a ſolemn treaty, beeauſe England has adopt- 
ed, for her own ſecurity, precautions of the 
lame nature as thole. which are already 

| eſtabliſhed 


<a) 


eabliſhed 3 in France, could neither of Tu 
be conſidered in any other light than that 


of new offences, which, while they ſubfiſied 


would preclude all negociation. 


In this form of unofficial communication, 


I feel that it may ſtill be allowed me to tell 


you, without haughtineſs, but alſo without 


- diſguiſe, that thele explanations are not 


judged fatisfattory; and that all the reaſpns 


which have occaſioned our preparations ſtill 


ſubſiſt. I have already made theſe reaſons 


known to you by my letter of the 31ſt De- 
cember, in which I have ſtated, in preciſe 
terms, what diſpoſitions could alone contri- 
bute to the maintenance of peace and good 
underſtanding. I do not ſee that it can be 
uſeſul towards the object of conciliation. to 
continue to diſcuſs with you in this form a 


few ſeparate points, on which I have alrea- 


dy made known to you our fentiments. If 


you had any explanations to give me in the 
ſame form, embracing all the objects which 
I mentioned to you in my letter of the MY 
December, and all the cireumſtances of the 
preſent criſis, with reſpect to England, to 
its 5 aJhes, and to the general ſyſtem of Eu- 

G ER EO, rope, 


— 


E 


rope, 1 ſhould till 0 lend myſelf. to 
it. | 


* 


I feel, however, that 3 in anſwer to what 
you ſay on the ſubject of our preparations, 
T ought to inform you in the moſt expreſs 
terms, that under the exiſting circumſtanc- 
es, all thoſe meaſures will be perſiſted in 
here which ſhall be judged expedient for en- 
abling us to protect the ſecurity, the tran- 
quillity, and the rights of this country, to 
ſupport thoſe of our allies, and to oppoſe a 
barrier to views of ambition and aggran- 
dizement always dangerous to the reſt of 
Europe; but which become much more ſo 
when they are ſupported by the propaga- 
tion of principles deſtructive of all order 

and ſociety. 


1 have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient . 

% humble Servant, 5 
GRENVILLE, 


"oO 
«Es f (No. 26.) 
Tranſlation of a Letter 0 N 1 


ChAUvELIIN, to Lord GRENVILLE, da- 


ted 17th January, 1793. 
Portman Square, 17th pe 1799, 
2d Year of the TT MT os. 
My Lord, | 


I HAVE the R of addreſſing myſelf 
to you, to beg of you to grant me an inter- 


view. I ſhall proceed to explain the mo- 


tives of this requeſt, and you vill judge 


them to be ſuch as will not admit of delay. 


J ſhall firſt defire of you, my Lord, ſecurity 
for my communications with the French 


Government. Whatever may be the cha- 
racter which you acknowledge me to poſ- 


ſeſs, you have at leaſt never doubted of the 
authenticity of the declarations which I 


have tranſmitted to you in the name of the 


French Nation, I will therefore propoſe to 


you, my Lord, either abſolutely to refuſe 
hearing me, or to give orders for my Cou- 


3 to be reſpected, and the ſecreſy of my 


letters, as well of thoſe ſent as received, to 


he obieryed, „„ 
EY . I will 
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I will then, my Lord, require to be in- 
formed whether his Britannick Majeſty 
will receive my letters of credence, ahd if 
he be' ſatisfied with the declarations con- 
tained in the paper which I had the honour 
of tranſmitting to your Lordſhip laſt Sun- 
day. I have not only received freſh orders 
3 from the Executive Council of France, - to 
Z inſiſt upon a ſpeedy and definitive anſwer ; 
but there 1s yet another reaſon which ur- 

gently preſſes for the deciſion of his Britan- 

nick Majeſty. I have learnt this day, that 
the law relating to Foreigners obliges them 
to make their declaration within ten days 
alter the 10th of January; and in caſe of 
any foreigner, who is amenable to this law 
neglecting or refuſing to make ſuch decla- 
I ration, the Magiſtrates of this country would 
7 be authorized not only to require him to 
p 4 do fo, but even to impriſon him. I know, 
| 


e . & 


my Lord, and all thoſe. who underſtand the 
rights of nations know it alſo, that I cannot 
be implicated in this law : The avowed and 
acknowledged organ of a government which 
executes laws to which twenty-five million 
of men have ſubmitted themſelves, * my per- 


ſon 


1 : 4 
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fon is, and ck to be, ſacred; and even 


under my diplomatic charaQter, my Lord,, 


I could not be ranked among the'general 
common claſs of foreigners, until his Bri- 


tannick Majeſty ſhould have definitively re- 
jected the letters of credence which he 


knows I have received for him. But had I 
been implicated in this law, I owe to the 


government of a free and powerful nation, 


which T repreſent, this declaration, that it 
would be impoſſible for me to ſubmit to it; 
and that all the perſecutions which it might 
pleaſe his Britannick Majeſty to make me 
endure, would fall upon the French Nation, 
in whoſe cauſe and for whoſe ſake it wouls 
be my glory to ſuffer. _ 


After this candid declaration, my Lord 


thinking myſelf intitled to an equal ſincerity 


on your ſide, I will deſire of you, in the 


converſation which I ſolicit, to inform me, 
what is the conduct which his Britannick 
Majeſty's Minifters mean to hold with reſ- 
pect to me, and with reſpect to the perſons 


who compole my houſehold, in , 


of the law 1 foreigners. 
I have the honour to be, 4 13 
(Signed) F. CHAUVELIN, 


(82 }) 
[ No. 27.0 | LR, 
Tranſlation of a Letter from Lord GRIN“ 


' VILLE, to Monſieur CHAUVELIN 20½ 


January, 1793. | | 
Whitehall, 20, Jan. 170g. 


I Have received, Sir, your letter of che 
17th of this month. 
I have already formed you, that His 
Majeſty has reſerved to himſelf the right of 
deciding, according as He ſhall think fit, on 
the two queſtions, of acknowledging a, new 
form of government in France, and of re- 
ceiving a Miniſter accredited on the part of 
any other authority in France than that of 
His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. And in anſwer 
to the demand which you now make to me; 
Whether His Majeſty will receive your new 
Letters of Credence? I am to inform you, 
that His Majeſty does not think fit, under the 
| preſentcircumſtances,to receive thoſe letters. 
The demand which you make to me is 
equally incompatible with the form of an 
unofficial communication, and with the cha- 
racer in which you have hitherto been 
acknowledged, of Miniſter from his Moſt 
gas jelly." It only remains for me 
3 | | then. ; 


* 


then, on the ſubje& of your letter, eſpecially 


after what has juſt paſſed in France, to in- 
form you, that as agent, charged with a con- 
fidential communication, you might cer- 
tainly have expected the neceſſary meaſures 
on our part for the ſafety of your letters, 
and of your meſſengers; that as Miniſter 
from the Moſt Chriſtian King, you would 


have enjoyed all the exemptions which the 


law grants to public Miniſters, recognized 


as ſuch ; but that as a. private perſon, you - 


cannot but return to the general maſs of 
_ foreigners reſident in England. 179 97 
I have the honour to be, S 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


yr 


(No. 28.) 

Tranſlation of Letter from Lord GRENXVILIE 

to Monfieur CHAUVELIN, Jan. 24, 1793 · 

A Whitehall, Jan. 24, 1793- 
I Am charged to notify to you, Sir, that 


the character with which you have been 
inveſted at this court, and the functions of 


which have been fo long ſuſpended, being 
now entirely terminated by the fatal death 


of his late Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, you have: 


no more any public character here. 
5 | * The 
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The king can no es after ack mY 1 


event, permit your reſidence here. His 
Majeſty has thought fit to order, that you 
| ſhould retire from this kingdom within the 
term of eight days; and I herewith tranſmit 
to you a copy of the order which his Majeſty, 
in His Privy Council, has given to this effect. 
1 ſend you a paſſport for yourſelf and 
your ſuite; and I. ſhall not fail to take all the 
other neceſſary ſteps, in order that you may 
return to France, with all the attentions 
which are due to the character of Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary from his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, which you have exerciſed at this 
court. I have the honour to be, &c. 
| GRENVILLE. 


U 


(No. 29.) 
Tranſlation of a Letter from Monſieur | 


'CHAUVELIN to Lord GRENVILLE ; dated 
24th January, 17938. 7 
Portman Square, 24th January, 1793, 

Second Year of the Republic. 

My Lord, 
I Received an 1 1 ago, ah Mr. 
Auſt, the letter which you have done me. 
the honour to write to me, together with 


2 


1 91 
the papers 3 to it. I OW to ſet 


out to-morrow morning for France; thoſe 


of my houſehold, who are not able to follow 
me, will all have departed before the period 


ſpecified in the order which you have ad 


mitted to me. 


The precautions which you, have an- 


nounced to me as intended to be taken for 
the ſafety of my departure, will extend 
themſelves aſſuredly, my Lord, in a more 


particular manner, to the papers of the 


French embaſſy, which have been depoſited, 


in truſt, with me ſince my arrival in this 
country, Monſieur Rheinhard, who is em- 
ployed immediately next to me in this miſ- 


ſion, will remain here five days after me to 
put them in order. I hope you will ap- 
prove his waiting upon Mr. Auſt, to aſk of | 
him a paſſport nearly of the ſame nature 
with that which I have received; and to 


| make ſeveral obſervations to him with re- 
gard to the precautions which he may think 


fitting and neceſſary to be taken for the ſafe - 

. conveyance of theſe papers, for which be 
remains reſponſible. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

: (pod ; F. ' CHAUVELIN. 
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FEES, (No. 30.) 
2 97 K This + Majehy's Order m Council, of 
the 24tlt of January, 179% 
At the Court at the Queen's Houle, the 24th 

| of January, 1793; 

* 1 SRELEND,.* 

The KING's Moſt Excellent MAJESTY 
mn Council. 

HIs Majeſty in Council is pleaſed to or- 
der, and it is hereby ordered, That Mon- 
fieur Chauvelin, who was received by His 


Majeſty, on the ſecond day of May 1792, as 


Miniſter Plenipotentiary accredited by his 
late Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, do depart this 
realm on or before the firſt day of February 
next; and that the Right Honourable Lord 
B His Majeſty's Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, do make known 


this His Majeſty's Order to the ſaid Mon- 


| fieur Chauvelin. 


(Signed) W. FAWKENER. 


